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history of this institution is inseparably connsctsd 

with tud stoxy of its founder* Hot only did he briaj it into existence* 

0 

tut for over thirty years he was Its livinj endowment found. Taking 
hold of the viork at a time when all was in ruins in this "Prostrate 
•jtate", he not only devoted to it the best years of his young manhood 
anu middle lifo, but he staggered cn under the terrific burden, notwith¬ 
standing personal ill health and grievous family afflictions, even unto 
his life's end. 

±.ot us, therefor©, commence at the beginning of tho lifo 
story of the Poundor. 

A. Poomer Porter, born in Georgetown, 3. 3. Cn January 
31st, 182G, wa3 the son of John Porter and Esther Ann looser. Eis 
ancestors, on both hi3 mother's and his father's 3ide, were English, 
who first camo to Hew Cnjland, whence later generations removed to 

3outh Carolina. He was educated in private schools-notably Hr. 

Cote's school., in Charleston, and Hount Jlon \cadony, at innsborough• 
Loavin; school before he yet eighteen years of aje, he entered 
the oamtinj; house of ^essrs. Hobertson « Blaokloclc, of Charleston, 

"t;;o largest rice house at that tine probably, in the world". Kero 
ho spent three years in sccurin; a business training which was of the 
greatest value to bin in later years. Upon comln; of a*e, in January, 
1CX, ho cans into possession of two larje rico plantations, near 
Jsoxgetwon, wiioh had boon loft to him by his grandfather. He at once 










noved to the residence on ono of the plantations and took over the 
act! vo management o’ his largo plant in g interests. --ore his business 
training was of groat U3© to him. If ter only about two years had 
been spent in this planter’s life# however# of became conscious that 
the was not fulfilling hi 3 destiny# and there revived in his mind the 
purpose# which be had once before held, as a boy of fourteen^of 
studying for the mini st 17 . 7ery quickly his mind was made up# and 
after selling his ancestral home and finding a kind and humane pur¬ 
chaser for his slaves, he resolutely turned his back upon the old 
life, and entered upon a career of inestimable value to the pooplo 
of hi3 state. 

Under the advice of Bishop Jadsdon, he began his studies 
under the guidance of the lav. Alex* ilsrmie, Sector of all Saints, 
Waccamaw. 

On the 16th day of Doc exber# 1652# he was married at the 
old ohnrch of Prince George, tfinyah# to HI 33 Atkinson, whan he had 
known from childhood# and whoso father wa3 a rioe planter on «inyah 
Bay. 

In January# 1854, at the request of Slshop Davis, he 
agreed to take charge, as a lay reader, (03 ho had not then been 
ordained}, of what was at that time the Xi33ion which later became hi 
the Church of the Holy Communion, Charleston. At that time the small 
congregation were worshipping in a forlorn storeroom, neither ceiled 
nor plastered, and having no sashos in the windows, nor carpet, nor 
stove* The building in which the room was located, stood on the 
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grounds of the United States Arsenal, whoso oo r ro ar .da.nt was an 
Cpiscopjialian, and had loaned the storeroom to tho congregation. 

Ei 3 first service in this now field was held on 3u»lay, 
January 8, 1854, and, at tho Tory hour that ho was conduct in; the 
service, his first-born son came into the world at Joor^etovm, 5. C. 

2he child's name was Toonor, and his death, in October, 1884, of 
yellow fever, was the cause of tho taking of a momentous step by hi3 
father—a step which influenced the lives of thousands of boys in 
South Carolina. 

On Lay 16, 1854, the youni candidate for the Ministry 
wa 3 ordained deacon by Bishop Cavis, and on «*ay 13th, of the following 
year, he was ordained to the priesthood, in Jraoo Church, Camden. 

His now church, located on Ashley Street, at the corner of Se rmo n, 
was finished and consecrated on October 36th, 1855* 

Hardly had his promising work be^un, however, when tho 
cyclone of war burst over our beloved Country* having; been elected 
Chaplain of the .ashln;ton Light Infantry in 1858, Or. Porter entered 
with all his life-ion; enthusiasm into the Confederate oause, >nd 
served as Chaplain throughout tho War. Els "war ixperiences" are 
mo»e thrlllin; to the reader than any romance, and hi3 chapters 
on the "burnin; of Colusfcia" and on "Lieutenant Jfcdueen" should be 
read by every South Carolinian. 

After Leo's surrender, be returned to Charleston, only 
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to find hia house in possession of tfro "JreQdr&n* s bureau’* and his 
furniture " oonfiseated" by the sasas agency# He recovered his house, 
but xone of the furoituro* Hi 3 church buil&in; tos still standing, but 
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tflo carpot, cushions and. books wore all gone* Preaching hts first 
saraon, to th > gathered up remnants of ht3 scattered flock, from 
the text "Sfcus satth the ~ord, set thine house in order", ho 
immediately, with the indomitable energy, so characteristic of him, 
sot about the task of bringin; ordor out of the surrounding confusion 
and chaos. Her© his oarly business trainin': ms immensely valuable. 
Some of the things that he accomplished, without money or resources 
and in a marvelously short space of time, make us exclaim in admira¬ 
tion for his genius at finance and wo appreciate the feelings of his 
old blind bishop, whom he rescued from a condition of pitiable want, 
when ha cried out, "Portor, have yea an Aladdin’s Lamp?" 

3 ent Horth by the bishop, in 1866, to try to raise money 
fer zero urgent diocosan needs, he laid the foundation for friendships 
that were to prove Invaluable to his work in subsequent years. 

As boforo stated, the do-th of his oldest 3 ce, John Uooaer 
Porter, in October, 1864, was a terrible blow to him. A great shader 
was cast owar his life, bat the stirring events of the next two years 
and all the work which he was called on to do, helped to fill his mind 
and thoughts and kept them froa feeding on his private grief. On the 
anniversary of this son’s death, October 35th, 186?, he had gone, as 
usual,to the grave in beautiful —agnolia lemetery, to pray. nile so 
engaged, ho seemed to h^ar a voioe saying* "Stop grievin; for the dead, 
and do something for the living". 2ho impression male upon him was 
very deep, and he at once went home and consulted his dovoted wife, and 



Almost tho entire support of tho school, came from sonorous friends 
in tho north, whoso interest and sympathy Dr. Sorter was able to 
enlist in his woik. Ho and his saintly wifo not only devoted their 
private incorao to tho support of the school, but were forced to take 
boarders to get money upon which to live themselves* notwithstanding 
this, however, there wore not lacking slanderers who accused him of 
making money out of his work* The no miserable slanders were not 
finally hushod until the condition of hAs estate at his death proved 
their falsity. 

A groat event in the history of the school occurred when, 
about October, 1870, ho mot the liev. Ciiphalot 8. Potter, D. D., at 
the hose of his brother. Si r. Howard Pottor, in Sew York City. Dr. 
Potter va.3 then the President of onion College located at Schenectady, 

H. T. and, in talking about the school, he asked Dr* Porter if he in d 
any boys ready for college. Dr. Porter replied that he had five boys 
ready* but had no hope of sending thorn. President Pottor at once told 
him to send tho boys to him at Union College, and that they wool d be at 
no expo ns a save for their clothing. Concerning this important connec¬ 
tion, hich so vitally affected the lives of hundreds of his boys. Dr. 
Porter says: *It will readily appear what an impetus this again gave to 
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ao and to mj institution, and when it is stated tliat there has not 
boon a year 3ince that we have net had from five to ten boys, at one 
time twenty—six, either at Union College, Schenectady, or at Hobart 
college, jenova, through tho instrumentality of Doctor Potter, it will 
be soon what An invaluable benefactor Doctor Potter has been to the 








Church and to the Utato. Hi on Catherine L. T.olfc, daughter of iir. 

John David /olfe, onoo told no aho hid given fifty thousand dollars 
to Union College to do invested, and tho interest of that fund was 
to bo used for the bonofit of my boys* And while Doctor Potter was 
thora it was so appropriated,* 

Dr. Potter m3 president of Thiion College for about 
ten years, and ms afterwards President of Hobart College, Jo nova, 

5, T. , for about an equal period. I was ono of Dr. Porter’s boys 
who ms privileged to attend col logo, and say diploma from Eobart 
College, conforred in 1396 , is signed by President 3, J. Potter. It 
is with very great pleasure that I here testify to the great interest 
which President Potter always toot in tho boys from South Carolina, who 
were sent to Hobart by Dr. Porter, and, on behalf of all the Porter 
Boys who were enabled to attend College through tho kind anl jexorous 
assistance of President Potter, I gratefully acknowledge the debt. 

daong tho mny staunc.h friends made by Dr. Porter in the 
north, none were more consistently generous in the export of the 
school than j£r. A. A. low and his sons, of Saw Xork. As a loyal 
Porter ,oy* therefore, I am proud of tho fact that ay la.v diploma from 
Columbia University bears the signature of "Ceth Low, L. L. D. 
President*. This Seth Low, the distinguished son of 31r. A. A. Low, 
after being President of Columbia University, later became -ayor of 
the great City of flew lork. 

The panic of 1073 struck Charleston *ust a day or two 
before tivg school ms to open* Th) financial stringency 1533 acute, 






in tho extreme and it seemed as if It would be impossible to open the 

school• The opening day was .'ednesday, October 1st* On that day 

*” 

JTinety-six boys ware empeoted to arrivo, and eight teachers had boon 
engaged* Tot with tho openin: day Immediately at hand, the school had 
neither money, provisions, or credit, and the Country was in the throes 
of the panic* On ifaniay morning, September 29th, a lino of drays was 
driven into the school yard, laden with six months supplies of groceries, 
sent by that never failing friend Hr* Sillian Clyde* Thus the day 
was saved and the sohool opened on time* 

In *ay, 1875, Dr* Porter was suddenly and without warning 
attaokod by a hemorrhage* About four weeks later, Ju 3 t as ho wa.3 about 
to leave Charleston with the Washington Light Infant yy, of which ho 
was Chaplain, to take part in tho Bunker Hill celobration, another 
hemorrhage, mush moro severe than the first, occurred, and his physician 
told him that ho had,, not a month to live* Eotice of his illness and 
of the cause of it appeared in the papers, and janorous friends at 
the north hastened not only to write of their sympathy, but to sond 
very substantial assistance to carry on the work which always was in his 
2 b art. Thus his very physical infirmities proved the means of furthering 
his work* A sojourn of a few months among the pines of Aiken, and a 
wonderful spiritual erperienoe,whioh cams to him while there, restored 
his health and enabled him to take up again the work which he had under¬ 
taken for Jod* 

In tho Spring of 1876, Dr* ?ortor*s health became much 


enfeebled. A generous Charleston frioad having not iced this, advised 

a trip to Jurope and as.de it possible for him to to by providing the 

necessary funds* Phis vas a very eventful trip. Landing at Qneonstown 

July 15th, 1376, he did not return to lew York until Larch 1st, 1377. 

In the intervening months be had mot many of the leading people of 

Ingland, had made many lasting friends for Ms school, and he took ^ h oTt 
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fiftoon thousand dollars to pay off the debt/which the school year had 
closed in the preceding Cummer. .Thai we consider that he had gone to 
angland kz a sick man, knowing no one, and with a terrible burden of 
debt on his shoulders, we will all acknowledge that dod m 3 with him. 

lie returned with restored health and renewed vigor to 
undertake other groat tasks for his people* it my be statod here that 
Dr. Porter made asothor trip to Ireland in 1875. Again, ho found his 
IflgUsh friends both kina end generous, and their generosity was 
maintained throughout the following yoars. Writing the story of his 
work in 1897, ha stated that up to that time his English friends had 
contributed the total sum of forty-five thousand dollars towards the 
aaintonaaco of t ils school. Should not this splendid record of 
benevolence be another tie to bind us to our friends across the soa? 

On this last mentioned trip to Jnglaad he was invited to 
preach in the American Iipl3Copal Church in Paris, anl while there he 
was introduced to a Scathern family which ms strandel in Paris. In 
thi3 family woro two beys of ten and twelve yjara of age. ..1th the 
consent of their parents, 3r. Porter brought these two boys home with 
him, ciothod, fed and educated thorn at this institution, and later sent 
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1)0111 of them to college, all at Ms crm espouse* 

One of tho = 03 1 interesting chapters in the history of this 
acadonjy is tho 3 tory of how Dr* Porter secured from tho United 3tates 
dovornncnt tho Arsenal at Dharloston for tho nso of the School• It is 
too lanf; a story to ho repeated hors, bat every ono in this audienco is 
earnestly urged to read it in that wonderful story of a wonderful work 
of faith, entitled; ''lad On, 3 ton by Step**, by A* Doocrar Porter. The 
joost roaartable part about the story is the leading role played in it 
by Joneral 3horman. lie assisted Dr* Porter at every step and it was 
owing to his friendly interest and cooperation that tho transfer of the 
Arsenal from the Sovorarsnt to the School was successfully accompli* od* 
General Sheroan’s interest and assistance resulted directly from the 
iBroic conduct of Dr* Porter in savin? the life of Lt* ik'dneen, ono 
of She roan’s officers who was wounded arxi captured just after the burn in? 
of Doltnbla. 

2ho Arsenal v&s first loased to the trustees of the Sohool 
for 99 years at one dollar a year. About eighty years later, an Act 
of Congress was pas-ed jiriw? a title In fee simple to the property 
to the Dru3te?s, subject only to the conditions that it shall be used 
for odncational purposes. 

formal possession was taken of the property by Dr* Porter 
on January 8, 1880, just twenty-six yoars from the day that he held his 
first service thero. 

before the school was moved down to the Arsenal two 
thousand boys hai enjoyed its benefits and sixty three of these bad 


boon privileged to to on to College. Pro® it3 -oun^. tion down to 

the 11th of February, 1C80, when toe actual transfer to the Arsenal 

, *- 

grounds was mde, th> 3 ohool had boon housed in two buildings-—>ono 
was Dr. Porter’s own house on Asnley At root, and the other was the 
house directly la rear of the Church on Cannon Street, which I-e had 
purchased In Sovoaber, 1868. Upon the removal of the school to the 
Arsenal, Dr. Porter deeded the building on Cannon Street to the 
▼estiy of the Church, in trust for the Caroline llkinson hone, a 
refuge for ladies in reduced circumstances. 

Co show how invaluable this work has boon to the people 
of this 3tato, especially in the two or three decades immediately 
following the .ar between the States, there were 225 boys in the school 
in the year 1885, and of this number 108, or almost one half of the 
total enrollment, were "total beneficiaries", -hat would hare become 
of those 108 boys, and of thousands of others who vero cared for here 
both before and after that time, if Dr. Porter had not lived?, or 
living, had not spent himsolf without stinting for their welfare? 

Ihe school buildings, in common with the whole City of 
Charleston, were badly damaged by the earthquake, but' kind friends 
at the Korth and in Sngland rendered their restoration possible. 

On the 26th of June, 1884, the Hoffman library, the $lft 
of the 2ev. Charles Frederick Hoffman, Of lew Xork, vas formally opened. 
It was at the suTgesticn of Dr. Hoffman, that Dr* Porter wrote the 
story of his life, on. Stop by Step". Dr. Hoffman was the constant 


friend of toe school up to his life's ond* 

Dr* Sorter closed hie intensely interesting autobiography, 
in January, 1828* He reeled the rectorship of the Church of the 
Holy Communion, whioh he had held for 44 years, on the 8th of Janmry, 

1898, and thereafter, until his death on the d a? of , 1 9 « 

he devoted himself entirely to the work of the School* In reviewing 
the work of the previous thirty years, he states in his book that he 
had been permitted to oarry on this great school for thirty years, had 
given a more or less finished education to over throe thousand boys, 
fully twenty-five hundred of those gratuitously or for a more pittance, 
had sent over two hundred boys to college, and had educated scsx one 
hundred and fifty sons of clorgyman gratuitously; had furnished twenty 
two aen to the ministry, with several candidates for Holy Orders at 
that time preparing for the ministry, and had raised and expended in 
Christian education nearly one million of dollars. In the last chapter 
of hi3 book he says; '*1 have sent to ost -oint, to Annapolis, and 
to various colleges, two hundred and eighty young men, during these 
years, principally to colleges at tr.e Horth, where scholarships have 
been generously given me* I think it an advantage that our 3outhern 
youtiis shall come in contact with broader views, than they would if 
they live, ml are educated in the surroundings of their birthplace* 

I wish that Northern youths would change about,and some of thorn come 
3outh: eaoh would finl that all virtue, and all wisdom, was not 
confined to either seotion'** Do wo not agree with the Charleston ran 
who in 1885 told Daniel H. Chamberlain that Dr. Porter was "A dtatosaan'*? 
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An.? after fccarin' this very inoomplote record of bis achievements, 
are we not preoared to agroe with the Hev. Dr* Charles /• Hoffman 
■mho, in 1892, s said to Dr* Porter; ** 1 will say to yon, la my 
judgment, considering, your surroundings, you hare done the largest 
and most important single-handed work which has boon done by any man 
in the Jhuroh since the Var". 

In every nook and corner of South Carolina, in every city 
and in nearly every village and town, there are those who, at tho 
mention of the name of A. Sooner Porter, should riso up joyfully and 
call him blossedi 

while the history of this institution is indissolubly 
bound up with the story of Dr, Porter's life and labor's, yet his 
was not the only great personality connected with this school, his 
livin * mosnraent* .hllo it was never my privilege to meet trie first 
Eead-iiaster, itr* John ladsden, who was hero for 18 years, from 1067 
to 1885, I have always heard him spoken of in the very highest terms 
by those who knew him, and, only a day or so ago, one of his old 
pupils told 33 that Hr* Jadadon no73r failed to inspire respect and 
affection in every boy who ccC~» in contact with him, .jaotbar 
outstanding personality, who helped to mould th j characters of 
hundreds of boys who passed through this school ani came under his 
influence, was Sharies J« Dolcock* Himself one of t ie early graduates 
of this school sad of union College, ho later returned to toacr. here# 
become iiead-Haster in 1890, and continaoi such until hi<* death in 
January, 1919, He was a great teacher aid many a nan new living has 


roasoa to bo jmteftO., for tha patient, pains tnkin? instruction he 
received at tha hands of “Charii^* Colcock- i>inco -~s ieith, rsy 
old friend, -rofeasor 1* B. Brora, has become his worthy successor- 
Pr. Sorter’s 3 on, tbs 2or. fbeodoro \. Port or, uac for 
many years the assistant doctor of th » school sad assisted his father 
in its aanatemsnt• 3sfore his father’s death, hmteTsr, the son’s 
health broke down and he v/as unable to .Tucceoi to the leadership 
of the Institution- 

The Bar. !!• J. Hikoll, nor the Bt- 2rr- H. J- liikoll, 
the Bishop of the iioco30 of Atlanta, became Sector 01 the school >n 

_, and continued as sruoh until the -.. 

day 0 f . 19_- Els successor was the 'Sot. ..alter 

iiitchell, 3. D,, Ttoo has remained doctor of the icadeny dora to tho 
present tins, and under whose able juidaaeo the school lias prospered 
a & j rr 9 atiy ?trenjthoaed its standards and increased its reputation 
for sound, Christian, scholarship. 

.hon the school von first or;anisod, it tras laioan as 
the "Holy Communion Church Instituto", and this none ms retained until 
ths 28th of danu- ry» 188C, sfaon the Prustoos adopted the nano o. orter 
Acadery* in honor of Br* Porter. *he Military traininr feature was 
beyun in the Sprint of 1891, and since that time the school has been 
known as the “Porter Military Academy". 

Lieutenant Charles II. Cab&niss, U. S. i., wac placed upon 
the inactive list of Army officers In the spring of 1891, and sas at 
oneo assi’tned for duty as Conscandant of Cadets at this school. 






Under his capable direction the training of the students in military 
discipline and tactics was bo^un. 2io remained until dune, 1892, and 

after he left, dis assistant, ^ioutonant J. a. Uhaloy, a graduate of 

t 

the Oitadel, succeeded his a a Joeanundant and remained such until the 
close of the session in dune, 1896, ween ho left to t_ko up t.A> practice 
of medicine in Columbia, 3. C* 2his feature of the school life has 
been constantly maintained since its fir3t introduction, and at the 
present time the institution contains both an 2. 0. 2. C. and a Sural 
Unit. 

2his address has been hastily prepared, without access 
to th t records o f the school, and it is admittedly very imperfect* I 
cannot pretend to give the names of all of those whose labors here, 
during the past 54 years have contributed to the bull din-; up of 
this splendid institution end to the training of the thousands of boys 
who hare received their education, in whole or in part, within these 
walls. 2o tue names which 1 have already mentioned, however, 1 ?i II 
add those of Profesnor Peppier and professor /. Horten Coloock* rite 
former taa {fat oceanic al drawing, Trench and do man; ana the latter 
taught dnglish while I me a student here rocs 1390 to 1895. The 
names of Hiss dentim lea rook aid of -iss Jliza ford, both now dead, 
should not be for rotten* these devoted women worn matrons ox* L.o 
school, at different periods, and tuoir many deeds of kindness arro 
still green in the memories of hundres of boys to whom they mini stored. 

As we began tnis address with the 3tory of Jr* -orter, 
so we will end it by again referring to him* 



So one oounocted with this Academy us Trustee, teacher, 
pupil, or alumnus, should erer forgot that Dr* Porter began almost 
as soon as the din of battle had c eased, to carefully gather together 
hero '♦the 3 eed coni' 1 *iich era left of our ante-bellum civilisation, 
and laboriously prepared it for a fresh planting, in order that our 
harvest of loaders for a nsw generation might not fail* *f wo believe 
that this work, bo pm in faith and carri d on by stupendous labor 
and self sacrifice, is ’♦evidently of Jod rt , we should pray that He will 
still continuo to bestow His favors upon this institution, granting 
all needed spiritual and temporal blessings, so that its work nay 
prosper in the future as in the past* 



